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OBJECTIVE: To compare the sex ratio of offspring of RBV anti-genemic parents
with offspring of parents without HBV antigenem!.ao

BACKGROUND: The immune response to hepatitis B virus (RBV) in parent:s has
been related to the sex ratio of their children (1). In a study of families
in a Greek village, Drew et al.(2) reported the following relationship of
parental response to RBV infection and offspring male/female sex ratio ~

Either parent HBsAg (+) and anti-HBs (-)~ 2e50;
Both parents' HBsAg (.,.) and anti-HBs (-),1646;
Both parents RBsAg (-) and either anti-HBs, (+) 1.09;
Either parent HBsAg (+) and anti-HBs (+)~ Oe93.

METHODS: Data collected in previous epidemiologic studies of HBV we1~e re-
examined and the relationship of parental response to HBV infection and sex
ratio was evaluated for each study. ,

RESULTS: Results are presented in Table 1. In the three studies in which
both mothers and fathers were tested, the sex ratio of the total numbE~r of
living offspring did not differ between families with at least one an1:igenemic
parent and without an antigenemic parent (3-5). A fourth relevant st\ldy (not
shown in Table 1) was conducted in 1972-1973(6). Blood specimens from .1626 con-
secutive women in labor at a Bangkok maternity hospital were tested for antigen
and antibody by AUSRIA-125 (Abbott Laboratories) and immunoe1ectroosmophoresis,
respectively 0 The male to female sex ratios of the newborn children of 92
HBsAg (+) anti-HBs (-), 1391 HBsAg (-), and 137 HBsAg (-) anti HBs (+:~ mothers
were respectively, 1.14, 1.09, and 1.04. These data do not support the
hypothesis that the sex of a child born in Thailand is appreciably influenced
by the response of his parents to infection with HBV. ,"
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